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Leggett, Knapp at odds

on special taxing district

& Hearing held Tuesday on
council proposal to terminate
Clarksburg Town Center district

BY SUSAN SINGER-BART
STATT WRITER

" The county executive and the presi-
dent of the County Council are at odds
over whether some Clarksburg resi-

dents should be included in develop-
ment tax districts.
Council President Michael J. Knapp

- {D-Dist. 2) of Germantown agrees with

residents. that they were not properly
notified that they would be required to
pay special taxes to help fund public
projects in their community.

But a county attorney determined
in July that developers were within their
rights to ask the council to establish
special laxing districts in Clarksbhurg to

CONT.

repay them for infrastructure they built.

County Executive Isiah Leggett (D)
sent memas to the County Council on
Friday listing public projects in Clarks-
burg he thinks should be paid for with
development district taxes.

The County Council created three
development districts in Clarksburg —
in Clarksburg Town Center, Clarksburg
Village and Arora Hills — but none has
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been implemented.
Development districts are
partnerships between develop-
ers and the county to fund spe-
cific projects in new communi-
ties above and beyond what a
developer nounally  builds.

Only property owners within a
development district have to
pay the development district
tax.

Residents of the Clarksburg
Town Center claim they were not
properly notified about the devel-
opment district and say that ask:
ing them to pay additinnal laxes
of approximately $1,500 a year for
a single-family home to finance

roads and other public projects is
unfair and illegal. ’
Kuapp and other council
members haveintrothuced a resd-
lution tu terminate te Clarks-
burg Town Center development
district -and the council held a
public hearing on the matter
‘Tuesday night after Gazette dead-

e,

Nearly 30 people were sched-
uled to testify, ranging from
developers to residents and com-
munity activists.

Newland Communities,
which is developing Clarksburg
Town Center, was planning tates-

iy,

“We will be saying we have
worked with Mr. Knapp tofind a
way that would be a good alter-
native to the tax district. The
problem is we have been unable
to find a workable alternative to
the tax district,” Douglas
Delann, vice president of New-
land Communities, said Tuesday
afternoon. “There just didn’t
seem to be any feasible altesna-
tive.”

He thought Leggett's proposal
for the projects included was
workable, but area residents do
not. -
“Why is the county trying to
shift developer abligations tu tax-
paying residents of Clarkshurg?”
said Amy Presley, a leader of the
Clarkshurg Town Center Advisory
Committee, a group of residents
that uncovered hundreds of site
plan viotations in their commu-
nity fn 2005, .

In a phone interview Tues-
day morning, she challenged
the legality of development dis-
tricts and said her group would
fight the tax in cowst if neces-
sarv.

The developers of the Clarks-
burg Town Center were granted
the right to build at higher densi-
ties because they agreed to build

amenities for the community, she-

said...

" “The fact of the matter is the
county has no obligation. These
are developer abligations,” she
said,

Leggett proposés a middle
ground between paying no devel-
opment taxes and paving the
$1,500 requirect to fund $17 mil-
fion worth of projects proposed
forthe district by the developer in
Clarksburg Town Center.

His proposal reduces the
projects 1o be paid for by devel-
opment disttict money to less
than $16 million, which lowers
the tax for the owner of a single-
family house to about $800 per
‘year.

The money would fund a por-
tion of a Clarksburg library,
extending Stringtown, Piedmont
and Clarksburg roads ami help-
ing fund greenway trails. -

The camty sells. develop-
ment district bonds to fund the

-projects .and money collected

from the development district tax
repays the bondholders.

Development districts are
intended to. help fund the infra-
structure for the new community
so that Clarksburg's development
does not become & burden ta the
entire county..Development dis-
irict funding is intended to alfow
developers 1o provide infrastruc-
ture faster than if they bad te vie
with other county projects for
coury funding.

“The council asked me to
submit the implementation plan
by sthe end of December,” Leggett
said in & phone interview Tues-
day. “They could decide what
they want to-do widi [the Clarks-
burg Town Center development
district].”

Since the county’s autosney
considers the district legal,
Leggett said his plan "would be
less onerous to the citizens of
Clarksbusg, I don't see any other
options out there right now.”

_Presley did not agree: .

“Redhicing - the "amount "of

theft is not a compromise,” she
said.
The county does not have the
money without the special tax,
Leggett said.

“1 don't understand the pro-
posal that we not do it. T don't
understand how these projecls
get built,” he said “There is no
money in the county budget. it
will be years and years down the
line or voud have to find addi-
tional money sumeplace to do it

Clarkshurg Town Center ves-

" idents might also he responsible

for the full cost of the projects if
a compromise is not reached,
Leggett said. The developer has
the legal right to obtain the
money through private liens, he
said.

The development tax agree-
ment was among the documents
residents signed when they
bought their homes.

Knapp said he was surprised
by Leggett’s proposal, which was
wrjtten without council or resi-
dent input,

“If there are parties on either
side that don't think this will serve
them well and choose to pursue
other alternatives Jike Hitigation,
then it’s not a good deal,” Knapp
said in & phone interview Mon-
day. “The community needs to be
developed and built. If anybody
fecls they have to sug, it's not the
right opdon ... I'm agnostic as to
the right way [to fund the public
projects].”

However, no other communi-
tyin the county has been asked to
pay for its own library, he said.
And saving that Clarksburg can
have a library in three years if the
community pays for it is suspi-
cious since it teok longer than
that to build the Germantown
Library, he said.

“H the county wants to ask [a
community] for the first time to
pay for its own library, they bet-
ter have us at thetahle," Presley
said,



